Why I'm Voting for Obama

By Engy Abdelkader

This Ramadan, with the general elections right around the corner, Obama v. McCain keeps coming up in conversation during our Iftars and other gatherings as we discuss the issues and argue our perspectives.

I'm writing to tell you why this November, I'm voting my conscience - and casting my ballot for Barack Obama. 

See, I don't know what you think when you hear the name George W. Bush but I'll tell you what comes to my mind when I reflect upon the past 8 years of Republican rule:  

I think of our invasion in Iraq and how it was characterized as a "crusade" …

I think about all the suffering Iraqi men, women and children who are displaced as a result of very poor political judgment by our leaders …

I think of those horrific images of Abu Ghraib and I pray for the men that survived that ordeal …

I think of water-boarding …

I think of the Muslim boys and men languishing in Guantanamo Bay …

I think of the mis-named Patriot Act …

I think of warrant less wiretapping …

I think of the practice of extraordinary rendition where our government renders 'terror suspects' to countries known for its torture practices to secure 'intelligence' …

I think of Racial Profiling, Hate Crimes, Discrimination …

I think of the Muslim, Arab and South Asian immigrants who were subject to detention and deportations post-9/11, ripping families apart …

I think of threats of physical aggression against Iran, Syria …

I think of the increased instability in the Middle East …

I think of our tainted international reputation around the world –afterall, how many of your friends and/or extended relatives overseas continue to see America as a land of freedom, liberties and opportunity?

We can't have the same party in office, and expect a different result in the coming years.  The Republicans have been in power the past 8 years – it is time for a change, for something new.  It's time for Obama.

Many of you are familiar with his policy positions, but for those of my friends who aren't – this is where he stands on the issues that I care about most:

OUR CIVIL RIGHTS and CIVIL LIBERTIES

    * Barack Obama says no to torture, no to extraordinary rendition.

    * As president, Obama would close the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay.  

    * Senator Obama voted against the Military Commissions Act of 2006, which authorized trial by military commissions for detainees at the prison.

    * He supports the Supreme Court decision granting foreign terrorism suspects at Guantanamo Bay a right to challenge their detention in civilian courts.

    * As President, Barack Obama will ban racial profiling by federal law enforcement agencies.

    * President Obama will strengthen federal hate crimes legislation and expand hate crimes protection by passing the Matthew Shepherd Act, which will give the proper authorities greater ability to investigate and prosecute hate crimes; and he will also reinvigorate enforcement at the Department of Justice's Criminal Section.

IRAQ

    * Senator Obama opposed the war in Iraq from the start.  .In October 2002, when he was an Illinois state senator, Obama said, "I know that invasion of Iraq without a clear rationale and without strong international support will only fan the flames of the Middle East and encourage the worst rather than best impulses in the Arab world and strengthen the recruitment arm of al Qaeda. I am not opposed to all wars; I am opposed to dumb wars."

    * As president, Senator Obama will end the war in Iraq responsibly by immediately beginning to remove combat troops – one or two brigades each month and be complete by summer 2010.  Iraqi Prime Minister al-Maliki has broadly approved of Senator Obama's timeline for withdrawal. 

    * There are more than two million displaced Iraqis, because of the invasion, while another two million have fled as refugees to neighboring countries.  As president, Obama will increase US aid to displaced Iraqis to at least $2 billion.

FOREIGN POLICY and IRAN, SYRIA, PALESTINE, ETC.

    * Unlike the Republicans, Obama believes in using direct, sustained, aggressive diplomatic efforts and would meet with leaders of Iran, Syria, Venezuela, Cuba and North Korea during his first year as president.

    * On Iran, Senator Obama did not vote on a September 2007 Senate resolution calling on the administration to declare Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps a terrorist organization.

    * As president, Obama will make progress on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict a key diplomatic priority. He bbelieves in working toward a two-state solution between Israel and the Palestinians.

    * The Senator's Muslim heritage gives him distinct and a much needed influence in the Muslim world.  He has relatives that are Muslim.  And, according to recent polls, most of the world would rather see Obama as president than McCain!

THE ECONOMY

    * As president, Barack Obama would pump $75 billion into the economy via tax cuts and direct spending targeted to working families, seniors, homeowners and the unemployed.

    * Obama would provide an immediate $250 tax cut for workers and their families and an immediate, temporary $250 bonus to seniors in their Social Security checks.

EDUCATION

    * Senator Obama advocates ensuring access to high-quality early childhood education programs and child care opportunities, and recruiting well-qualified and rewarding expert, accomplished teachers.

    * He wants to make science and math education a national priority to help us remain competitive in today's globalized market. 

    * He will reduce the high school dropout rate and empower parents to raise healthy and successful children by taking a greater role in their child's education at home and at school.

    * Obama advocates an annual $4,000 tuition credit, for 100 hours of public service a year, which will cover two-thirds of the tuition of an average public college and make community college completely free in America.

HEALTHCARE

    * In the Illinois State Senate, Obama spearheaded successful legislation to extend health care coverage to 70,000 additional children and 84,000 additional parents. 

    * Obama believes that everyone deserves affordable healthcare.  

I'm not saying he's perfect – no one is.  But, I do believe that he represents more probability for change here and around the world than any other candidate on the presidential ticket.

Help take that first step towards change by casting your ballot for Barack Obama this November inshallah.

